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This is an in-depth 
study about about 










(U’mista Cultural Society. 2019)
“If we learn our 
language, the 
methodology is in 
learning your language 
because then you’ll 
understand what the 
Elders are talking 
about. The knowledge 
is in the language.”
Kathy Absolon (Kovach 2009: 152)
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INDIGENOUS METHODOLOGIES 
& INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE 
ABOUT THE FORESTS
*all images by Andrea Lyall, unless otherwise stated
K’ak̓ot̕łatłano’xw  xa  ḵ̓waḵ̓wax’mas  “We are 


















• 8 fluent Elders 
(male & female) 
• 3 linguists
• 2 forest 
academics
• 12 photographers 
& botanists




Billy Peters, Baker Coon, Douglas Scow, ‘Ya̱lis, February 15, 2015
“‘You should put a 
painting on that 
cliff,’ they would 
say to me” …
“This is when I 
learned that 
sometimes 
ignorance is our 




COMMUNITY SUPPORT TO 
RECLAIM SPACE
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Entrance of Kingcome Inlet, BC September 2014 
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Research outputs: 1. Research paper; 
2. 46-page dictionary from previously published 
documents; 3. Draft visual dictionary; 
4. 300 words and phrases on FirstVoices
• Audio of an elder 
speaking
• English, Kwak̓wala, 
& Latin
• Image




SAMPLE ENTRY ON FIRST VOICES
I am going to 






“A diverse range of perspectives is needed 
to increase the domains of use for the 
Kwak̓wala language, one of which is 
knowledge of plant names and words”…
 “This research drew inspiration from the 
Kwak̓wala word galgapoła ‘to strengthen 
one another and lift each other up.” 
(Lyall, Nelson, Rosenblum, Turin, in press)
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NEXT STEPS: VERBS AND SENTENCES
t̓a̱mdza’nu “belongs to the frogs”        t̓a̱ms “frog berries”      Wild lily of the valley    Maianthemum dilatatum     
I didn’t set out to be 
interdisciplinary, but I 
now see value of 
working together 
across disciplines.
I am appreciative of 
the patience shown 
by community 
members, Elders, and 
linguists, and am 




Sunset, no filter, ‘Ya̱lis – the day before they tore down Saint 
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